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ABSTRACT

The research and development aims were to: 1) investigate the existing situation of
problems and needs of English language instruction in the best practices model of Srinakharinwirot
University: Prasarnmit Demonstration School (Elementary); 2) develop an instructional model for brain-
based learning to be assessed for its quality by five experts, 3) pilot the model with the target
population - 12 students with leamning disabilities enrolled in Prathomsuksa 2 and 3 at Anuban Rattanaburi
School for the 2015 academic year - using purposive sampling method; and, 4) assess the model
with the target group of 14 evaluation experts,. The research instruments included: 1. observations
and anecdotal records; 2. unstructured interviews; 3. individualized education programs and individual
implementation plans; and, 4. four sets of English vocabulary reading exercises. Statistics used in data
analysis included percentage, average, standard deviation, and Wilcoxon signed-rank test.

The research findings were as follows :

In terms of the situation of problems, school administrators lacked the knowledge and
experience in special education that they did not pay attention nor allocate a budget in
procurement of instructional materials. Teachers were short of pedagogical skills in English
language teaching (ELT). Students did not have positive attitudes towards learmning. Parents did not
give priority to learning management nor caring for their children. As for the classroom context, it
was not conducive to learning. In terms of the needs, it was found that school administrators
should encourage personnel to seek continual training, allocate a budget to purchase
appropriate and sufficient equipment and materials, and ensure regular supervision of learning
and teaching. Teachers should learn appropriate ELT approaches and methods as well as accurate
language assessment and evaluation. Students had to have positive attitudes towards English
language learning. Parents should to pay attention to caring for their children at home, both their
well-being and learning. The classroom context should be specifically arranged to support the
instructional activities for children with learning disabilities in particular. The developed instructional
model for brain-based learning to reinforce English vocabulary reading skills of dyslexic students in
Prathomsuksa 2 and 3 which consisted of five stages was reviewed and agreed by the exports that
it was appropriate at the highest level with the average value of 4.72 (X = 4.72). Students post-
learning ability to read aloud and understand the vocabulary was considerably higher than pre-
leaming scores, with the statistical significance level of .01. This also resulted in the vocabulary
recognition and retention in reading comprehension and interpretation, that the post-leaming results
were higher than the pre-learning results, with the statistical significance level of .01. The use of
the instructional model for brain-based leamning was evaluated and agreed by the evaluation
experts, that the model was appropriate and applicable at the highest level with the ave %gﬁ,i,‘,w
value of 4.60 (X =460). f{? {\‘1
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